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THE PHI DELTA KAPPAN 



week of hard work were simply to 
be utterly ignored. 

This appeal I therefore wish to 
send to you, Brother Secretary : 

Please inform the National Sec- 
retary at once, and remove this 
uncertainty. If your Chapter has 
not taken action, make this com- 
munication the special business for 
your next chapter meeting and take 
some sort of action even tho it be 
to condemn the Constitution in toto. 
If this reaches you too late to affect 
the result, send in your vote just the 
same. Place yourself on record. 
Knowing how you feel about certain 
provisions of the Constitution may 
affect profoundly the action of the 



Executive Committee, while not 
knowing your desires leaves them 
completely in the dark. 

The year has been a most delight- 
ful one, the Executive Committee is 
getting things in good shape and 
the Secretary and Historian have 
been working hard ; but in order to 
attain the greatest measure of suc- 
cess for Phi Delta Kappa, the co- 
operation of all the chapters, the 
officers and the individual members, 
whether in residence or in the field, 
is absolutely necessary. 

Fraternally, 

F. W. SCHACHT, 
Nat'l Pres. 



From the National Historian 



National Directory Material. 

Brothers in Phi Delta Kappa: 

On October 20, 1916, the National 
Historian sent out a circular letter 
to all chapters of the Fraternity ask- 
ing that efforts be made to collect 
certain data, which was carefully 
outlined, concerning the member- 
ship of each chapter. Since that 
time several other letters have been 
addressed to the secretaries in this 
regard. Answers have been re- 
ceived with varying degrees of 
promptness, but within the last few 
days it has been possible to state 
that all chapters have reported that 
they were at least at work on their 
lists. 

Of the lists that have so far been 
received it has been necessary in 
several cases to return them to the 
chapters because the data has either 
been so incomplete as to be without 
much value or arranged in such a 
way as to be useless for the pur- 
poses of the Historian. Other lists 
have been retained with the under- 
standing that what few omissions 



or errors they contain will be cor- 
rected and these corrections sent 
the Historian as soon as possible. 

At the present writing the His- 
torian is in possession of five lists 
that are entirely satisfactory or 
practically so. These are from 
Cornell,,. Harvard, Texas, California 
and Kansas. The time is fast ap- 
proaching when it will be necessary 
to compile this data for the National 
Directory, and it is to be hoped that 
the remaining chapters will have 
their material ready very soon. 

It is becoming more and more ap- 
parent that the necessity of getting 
this data from each of the chapters 
at this time has been an extremely 
fortunate thing for all of them. The 
revelations that each has had to face 
in regard to the inadequate keeping 
of its records — this has been true 
with but few exceptions — has made 
it evident that in another year or 
two conditions would have been 
hopeless. 

The last letter sent out from the 
office of the Historian embodied a 



FROM THE NATIONAL TREASURER 



definite form for the reporting of 
data concerning members, together 
with a sample of the manner in 
which this should be done. It is 
urged that all secretaries follow this 
and endeavor to furnish all of the 
information regarding each man 
that is asked for. 

The omissions and errors that are 
most frequently noted are these: 
Neglect to furnish full names, omis- 
sion of name of teaching subject or 
nature of administrative work if 
men are in the field or, if students, 
of nature of university work and 
year (senior, graduate, etc.), date 
of initiation and present status. 

It deserves to be called definitely 
to the attention of all chapter offi- 
cers that a ruling has been made 
that a man is an associate member 
of the last chapter with which he 
was affiliated in any capacity. This 
means that regardless of the fact 
that a man was initiated into a cer- 
tain chapter and there given a num- 
ber, if he affiliates with another 
chapter in any way — as active, asso- 
ciate or honorary — he is to be given 
a number in that chapter, too, de- 
pending on the time of his affilia- 
tion. He will then remain an asso- 
ciate member of the second chapter 
until he affiliates in some way with 
another. And be it noted that a 
man's desires have nothing to do 
with the matter, and that affiliation 
with any chapter automatically 
takes him off the roll of associate 
members of any other chapter with 
which he may previously have been 
connected. This question has been 
brought up in connection with the 
question of numbering, and it is 



thus evident that a man may have 
two, three or any number of num- 
bers in different chapters. When- 
ever any chapter receives a man, he 
is to be given a number on that 
chapter roll regardless of the fact 
that he may have a number on an- 
other chapter roll. 

It is to be hoped that all chapters 
are planning, if they have not al- 
ready done so, to adopt the recom- 
mendation of the last Council and 
begin keeping their membership 
records on the cards of which sam- 
ples were sent out from the Histor- 
ian's office lately. 

Before long the large sheets will 
be sent out to all chapters on which 
there is to be recorded a much more 
complete record of each man's ac- 
tivities, etc., than has been asked for 
already. These will be sent to each 
man through the secretaries, how- 
ever, and the member himself will 
in each case fill out the sheets. This 
cannot be done, however, until the 
complete list of addresses for each 
chapter is gotten. 

At some time in the not far dis- 
tant future a call will also be made 
on each chapter for its history since 
the issue of the first History and 
Directory of 1911. It would be well 
if chapter officers were anticipating 
this and planning the preparation of 
the information as well as locating 
the sources. 

Fraternally, 

J. DAVID HOUSER, 

National Historian. 



